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I

Why had the promise of the nineteenth century been dashed? 
Why had much of the twentieth century turned into an age of 
horror or, as some would say, evil? The social sciences, which 
claimed such questions as their province, could not provide 
the answer. Nor was this surprising: they were part, and a 
very important part, of the problem . Economics, sociology, 
psychology and other inexact sciences ïscarcely sciences at 
all in the light of modern experience ïhad constructed the 
juggernaut of social engineering, which had crushed beneath 
it so many lives and so much wealthé 

Paul Johnson, The Modern Times, 1992, p.776 
(my highlight here and anywhere ïI.M.)
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Introduction

An old politically incorrect joke

Two beggars are sitting across from each other on the stairway of a Christian 
cathedral. One of the beggars wears a chain with a large holy cross on his 
chest, and the other wears a chain with a large Star of David. 

As Mass lets out, many give money to the Christian as they walk down the 
stairs, but no one gives money to the Jew. 

The priest follows at the end of the group. As he heads down the stairs, he 
stops by the Jew and says in a friendly tone, ñYou know, this is a place of 
worship for Christians; itôs not very good for you to be here. You see, you are 
sitting empty -handed. Why donôt you try somewhere else?ò

ñWell,ò the Jew answers, ñyou are right, I should think about it.ò 

The priest leaves, and the Jew addresses the Christian: 

ñYou see, Shlomo, this goy is trying to teach us how to do our business!ò



Introduction

This joke touches several topics highly relevant to modern social sciences and to the current 
presentation:

1. The beggars exploit the fact that people leaving the church are more psychologically inclined to 
donate than in other situations (situational marketing)

2. They deliberately use the ñdecoyò approach (the ñJewò plays a role of decoy for the ñChristianôsò 
success), which is proven to be very important in the process of decision making ( Ariely , 2009 )

3. Their approach works only because there is strong nationalism there (role of social factors in 
economics is poorly recognized in neoclassical economics theory - Smelser and Swedberg , 2005 ) 

4. The beggars, in turn, demonstrate a very tight ethnical connection, for they have to have a high 
level of mutual confidence to succeed - all proceeds are collected just in one personôs hands (a 
ñhomogeneous middlemenò theory ïLanda , 2008 )   

5. Their real relationships are hidden from the publicôs sight, which makes business a success (an 
unobserved but critical part of social reality)

6. The priest plays the role of a naive liberal or a researcher who ñwants to do betterò, but he 
doesnôt bother to investigate the real moving forces in the given situation (this is a typical position 
for many)

7.  A sudden revelation of a real mechanism creates two effects: shock and laughter (a very good 
illustration of the thesis that humor and truth are closely related ïI. Kant and others)  



Introduction
This analysis shows that important questions of social life can be approached from almost any 
perspective. This is so because we are agents, spectators, and researchers of it at the same time 
and know enough from our own experience. It creates unique problems unfamiliar to other 
sciences ï a researcher, looking at the society, is the product of this very society and as such is 
subject to all its biases and prejudices. 

Is there such a thing as an ñobjective social scienceò? This was my first thought leading me in the 
direction of sociosystemics . 

Another was an attempt to find some basic reference points in the ocean of social knowledge just 
for my own comfort (with the hope that it may be constructive for others as well). This ñd®j¨ vuò 
phenomenon has always irritated me: I remember a idea, but not its source . Can it be helped?

The third was that a personôs ability to simultaneously pay attention to many important affecting 
factors is very limited , and science should supposedly assist in that in a maximally human way. But 
in fact it doesnôt. Therefore, I was trying to understand how to make science more ñuser friendlyò. 
When writing, Iôve always felt strong discomfort thinking that Iôve missed something very 
important just because I donôt know where it is ïa feeling well familiar to any writer, I guess. 

Finally, Iôve always felt that huge ideological and  methodological differences between people can 
mainly be explained by either their unwillingness, or incapability (or both) to learn each otherôs 
opinions or theories. Of course, I realized that the very unwillingness is usually explained by 
material rather than other motives . Yet, I felt the need to ñcontributeò to this never solved issue by 
proposing at least the possibility to learn the opinions of others in a more objective fashion.

I will give the definition of sociosystemics later; it intends to find some unifying frame for all social 
sciences, and for that reason, inevitably touches a very wide range of topics. A one hour 
presentation does not allow me to describe each of them deeply enough; it rather raises questions 
and poses problems than offers answers and solutions. Much more supportive material will be 
presented in the articles that follow. The content of the presentation at large is as follows:

1.    What is wrong with the current status of social sciences
2.    How well statistics, as a universal tool, contributes to social knowledge integration 
3.    Main components of sociosystemics



1. What is wrong with the current status of social sciences?

There are two types of reasons why one cannot consider the status of social sciences satisfactory ï
itôs not because the science ñdoesnôt know everythingò (any science doesnôt), but because it often 
offers just surrogates instead of the real scientific findings.

A. Failures of policies supposedly equipped with scientific backing

1

The use of Gant charts in construction industry in 1970s failed in the USSR becausethey neededeveryday

adjustments,which madeno sense,yet I sawthe samepicture coupleof monthsagoin anAmerican company.

2

Afghan and Iraq wars havechanged their geopolitical purposesfor the USA in the last 9 yearsand do not serve

anti-terrorist politics anymore,yet they are still continuedin ambiguity of goals(Friedman 2010).

3

The USA has the highest health care expensesin the world, but has a high mortality rate for critical diseases,

slide6.

4 There is an abundanceof theoriesabout the real estatemarket, but its crisis hasnot beenpredicted or avoided.

5

For decades,this country has heavily investedin education,yet it has one of the lowest levelsof mathematical

knowledgeamongschoolstudentsin all OECD countries,slide7.

6 Financial modelingusesthe finest minds, but failed to predict the latestcrisis and make senseof it .

7

Huge amount of moneyhasbeenspenton climate changeresearch,yet there is lack of evidencefor both Global

Warming and its human nature coupledwith data manipulation scandal(Climategate)

8

There is a commonneedfor better measurement,yet there is strong resistanceto it . J. Stalin didn't like results

of 1937 Censusshowing a huge population loss after collectivization, so he canceledit . Modern advertising

agenciesdon't like that estimatesof reachand frequencyhavechangedbecauseof better methodology.

9

Multiculturalism policy hasbeenpromoted for decades,yet it has failed asdeclaredby chancellor A. Merkel in

Germany in 2010http ://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-11559451

10

There are corporate scandalswith Enron, MCI, B. Madoff, yet world leading auditing companiesthat were not

able for whateverreasonsto reveal the fraud retain goodreputation .

11 Chasebank keepssendingme offers to opena checkingaccount,yet I havefor years(in spiteof all data mining)
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A. External failures of policies supposedly equipped with scientific backing

High level of health expenses doesnôt guarantee good health as a result

Pictures like these show several effects:

1. Aggregate data are not good measures

for complex processes, but alternative ones

often do not exist 

2. Ineffective spending structure, especially

in the USA, becomes obvious

3. Life style and genetics play key role, 

but they are clearly understudied

Health expenses - Cancer mortality  

Source: UN data (USA - 97th place out of 190) 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dyb2007/Table01.xls 
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Source: UN data (USA - 26th place out of 190)
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dyb2007/Table01.xls 
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1. What is wrong with the current status of social sciences?



1. What is wrong with the current status of social sciences?
A. External failures of policies supposedly equipped with scientific backing

Level of mathematical knowledge among school students

OECD conducted a massive study of the level of knowledge in 55 countries around the world 

asking students of the same age sets 

of practically identical questions

in mathematics, science, and literacy. Here are 

some results for mathematics. 

USAôs students are among the worst in OECD
(i.e. most developed) countries and worse than 

many others. It has many far reaching 

consequences in modern economics where technology 

and innovation plays an increasingly important role.

But itôs the outcome of the decades of development,

backed by advanced scientific recommendations

and massive financing ïmaybe, the highest in the

world!

If the first example with mortality 
demonstrated ineffective spending 
structure and inability to pursue a 
healthy life style, this one shows direct 
failure of the long -term federal and 
state education policy

Distribution of 15 years old school students by mathematics 

scores. Source: OECD data, 2007 
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/0/39704446.xls   tab.6a
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1. What is wrong with the current status of social sciences?
B. Internal problems within social sciences

There are many internal problems, either common for all social sciences, or specific for some of

them. The contradiction between  the need in complex expert judgment and technical impossibility 
to provide it in a reasonable way is one of the biggest challenges of our information era. Internet, 
paradoxically, just greatly contributes to it due to its phenomenal mix of unfiltered spam and 
quality information. Sociosystemics is intended to contribute to filling the gap, and the whole idea 
of it has emerged for that reason. 

B1. Problems common for all social sciences

1

Exponential growth of information and linear growth of knowledge (Rescher , 2006), and as a consequence,  bigger 

difficulties to extract this linear essence from ever growing exponential volume

2

Fragmentation and specialization; lack of mutually penetrating works, in spite of the integrative character of 

social life

3 Lack of common language among specialists in different fields

4

Concentration on problems interesting for scientific community itself rather than for society as a whole, which 

greatly affects emerging of new sub-fields of science, slide 9

5 Materialistic, career, and corporate interests of scientists as any other people (Snooks, 1998, p.173-174)

6 Ideological coloring of almost all social studies

7 General cognitive biases

8 Specific scientific biases, slide 11

9

Belief in statistics as in a universal tool and ignoring statistical internal problems, which are much more severe 

than they seem, Part 2

10

Lack of accepted approaches to test the correctness of different statements, which allows a very high level of 

unfounded speculations and not necessarily sharp differences in opinions, slide 11


