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Introduction

An old: palitically incorrect joke

Two beggars;are Sitting across; irom;each other on,the stairway ef a'Christian
cathedral. Onge 'of the beggars wears a chain-with,a‘large-holy: crass on his
chestyand the other, wears a chain withia'large 'Star of David.

As Mass lets-out, many give money o the: Christian,as they walk -down the
stalrs, bul’ no, One gives maney tothe: Jew.

ihe priestiollows’ at the end of the group: As'he heads down'the:stairs, he

Stopsy by At he ) dJew,and Ss-ays d:na thriendly
WO S hilp o CGhrii'stillahns; L47esS, - not4 ' ver.y go
Siting empty .« =h-an-de'd;. VW v "8d, 0 n 0/t [V,0 U tér Yy S O me wh e

n'Werllkdl o tihe-;Jew answer s, nyou are right,

Tihe priest leaves, and the:Jew addresses the Christian:
nYou - see€e, Shiliomo, , ,  t:hi-s, 'goy i s tryrng- to



Introduction

Tihis joke touches several topics highly relevant to modern social.sciences and to-the current
presentation:

1. The-beggarsexploit the fact that people leaving the church are more psychologically inclinedto
donate thanlin other;situations: (Sittational marketing)

20 They sdelli-biepmated y.usei thh e ndecoyoiapproach (it he
SUCCess), whicheis proven 1o, be very important:in the pracess of decision‘making | Ariely’, 2009.)

31 heir approach works only because: there i1s strong nationalism there (role of social factars in
economicsiis poorly recognized-in neoclassical-ecenomics theory = Smelser and \Swedberg -, 2005 )

41 he-beggars;in turn, demonstrate :a-very tight 'ethnical-connection;,for-they have to,have a'high _
level of muttal Confidence to succeed = a v p-rro-ceeds-are . col-lCeectedijust
h,hoimo,geneous, -mi:dd,.lilemamwe) 't heor y

5. Thelr vexal relatiorsski e lilatii;ons-hilips— ane hd ddemn: "fir-om- - t-he (pub
unobserved but Crtical part of sociat reality)
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e [0 €S i AaNshibelal-or i ras eisreher whe “wWaur:-tn% o betie S cRuE e on
olhier to ondest-aate the redl (maN:n:] farce - 18 giv e situazicn mo Vi ng: | for.ce

/. A'sudden revelation of & real mechanism| creates;two effects: shock-and latughter(avery goed
illustration: Of the ithesis that humor and-truth' are, closely-related | Kantand others)



Introduction
This analysis 'shows that important.questions-of social life can be -approached from almost.any.
perspective.-This IS So because'we are agents, speclators, andiresearchéers, or it atthe same time
and know enough-from our own experience. lt\creates unique problems untamiliar:te other
sgiences L. airesearcher, looking atithe society; IS the product of this very: society,and as such IS
subject to:all its biases and-prejudices.

IC8 LR eanie s ucih ha [ TaRT-ng - &8s d-ar Timsowasg ey drst theught leading imein thes[,€ < -8 i
direction of | /SOCIoSyStemics

Anotheriwas an |, fattempr 1@ find', [ ISoMme-thasiCeiareice=points, I the ocean-of Saci a-kKnowledge JUSt _
o AceeLopiiert (With the hope atit onay:-be canstiuctive: for ochvrs ss-aele). Tois TdEo eu®
phenomenon has:always irritated-me: | Femember-affde.-but -D0TIS SO UHce - Can'it be helped?

uS\'y pay atteation Lo ma:woiziportent offectizie’
iy assistin thatin,a maximally human way:, But

T O e o 010, wraask et «rsycil,neg1 Cteo -nuondee
et st nong. dji s comf,ort " th

I @ el g well kamibanto ann veirere I guess. « [i[-S

fhethird was that'<a . p
Elelopsgiay v licuted,
InJaciitdacsn's There
Whien ' wiriba’imng
Imoreantjesih hecanst

El-nalsal=y | H0=Vvae, - & I wWigl o gich-and trnethobiceo dicaluitiageaces petween people can
ma i n -y bel-explaj ned ycetther tihens iy nwi-E LTEER gin eSS,
opinions-ar. theories.“Of course, frealized that the VEry Bnwilingness-1s-usuatyrexplained: ny
Mmatetakratiertham biher 11T0eS , Yet, = feld i fhedntethiecwneed,-t/;0 n/c.ont-r ik
propaosing at least the possibility-1o learnthe opinions of ,0thers.in a:more objective fashion:

| will give'the definition| of sociosystemics- later;it intends'to find some unitying frame for all'sacial
sciences, and for-that reason, inevitably touches averywide range of topics. Aione hour

presentation does not,allow me to, describe each-ofithem deeply, enough;iit rather ralsesguestions
and poses propblems {than 'offers ansSwers 'and-solutions. Viuch more supportive material-will be
presented in the articles-that follow. The' content of the presentation-at large s as follows:

15 \What'|is Wirong with' the current status-of social Sciences

2& S HowW Wellstatistics; aS'a tiniversal teo!; contributes: fo: SoCial knowledge integration
81 Main,Components Off+) ;ISOCIOSYStemICs



1. What is wrong ,with the current status of social sciences?

There-are two types of reasons why one cannot consider the status of social sciences satisfactory I
|« 0s. not-because - -the . sciencedcndoesnot  know--everythi
offers just surrogates instead.of the real scientific findings.

10

11

A. Failures of policies supposedly equipped with scientific backing

The use of Gant charts in construction industry in 197G failed in the USSR becausethey neededeveryday
adjustments,which madeno senseyet | sawthe samepicture coupleof monthsagoin an American company:.

Afghan and Iraq wars have changed their geopolitical purposesfor the USAin the last 9 yearsand do not serve
anti-terrorist politics anymore, yet they are still continuedin ambiguity of goals(Friedman 2010.

The USA has the highest health care expensesn the world, but has a high mortality rate for critical diseases,
slide 6.

There is an abundanceof theoriesabout the real estatemarket, but its crisis hasnot beenpredicted or avoided

For decadesthis country has heavily investedin education,yet it has one of the lowest levels of mathematical
knowledgeamongschoolstudentsin all OECD countries, slide 7.

Financial modeling usesthe finest minds, but failed to predict the latestcrisis and make senseof it.

Huge amount of money hasbeenspenton climate changeresearch,yet there is lack of evidencefor both Global
Warming and its human nature coupledwith data manipulation scandal(Climategate)

There is a common needfor better measurement,yet there is strong resistanceto it. J. Stalin didn't like results
of 1937 Censusshowing a huge population loss after collectivization, so he canceledit. Modern advertising
agencieglon't like that estimatesof reach and frequency have changedbecauseof better methodology

Multiculturalism policy has beenpromoted for decadesyet it hasfailed asdeclared by chancellor A. Merkel in
Germanyin 2010

There are corporate scandalswith Enron, MCI, B. Madoff, yet world leading auditing companiesthat were not
able for whateverreasonsto revealthe fraud retain goodreputation .

Chasebank keepssendiname offers to opena checkingaccount.vet | havefor vears(in spite of all data minina)
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1. What is wrong ,with the current status of social sciences?

A. External faitures of policies supposedly-equipped with-scientific backing

High -I.'evel of ~heal th expenses doesnot guarant ee
Pictures like these show several effects: Health expenses - Cancer mortality
1. /Aggregate data are not'good measures Source: UN datgusa - 97th place out of 190)

. http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dyb2007/Table01.xls
forrcomplex processes, but alternative ones

often do not-exist

2. Ineftective spending structure, especially
Inithe USA, becomes obvious

3. Lite style and ‘geneticsiplay key role;
butthey are clearly understudied
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1. What is wrong with the-current status-of social sciences?

A. External failures of policies supposedly equipped with-scientific backing
L.evel of mathematical knowledge-among, school students
OEECD conducted a massive 'study of the level of knowledge in-55 countries around the world

asKing:students of the .same age sets
of practically identical questions Distribution of 15 years old school students by mathematics
scores. Source: OECD data, 2007

N mathematics,.seience, and:literacy. Here are http:/www .0ecd org/dataoecd/31/0/39704446.xIs tab 6a
some-results for mathematics.

USA'S st:adesits ore &mbne the: woest i GECD ¢
(1.e.’most developed)-countries-and worse than

many others. Ithas many far reaching

consequences’in modern-economics where technology

and innovation.plays an increasingly impaortant role.

Sut it's the ocuscorne of the decades of development, |
backed.by advanced-scientific -recommendations

and massive financing', |« ‘t.maybe, the highestin.the

world!
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with best scores for OECD countries
Scores (1 - no knowledge, 7 - extremely good knowledge)

IT the Tirst.example with' meortality
demonstrated-ineffective spending
structure,; and, inabHity |to, pursSue 'a
healthy, life Style’, this:-one shows direct
fallure of-the,long , : -term,federal-and
State -education.palicy
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1. What is wrong with the-current status-of social sciences?
B. Internal problems withinisocial seiences

[here-are many internal prablems,-either comman for, all, secial sciences, or specific-for some of

them; iline contradictendetween -thesneed iR complex expersjudgment'and, techatcal INHoSSIDHILY
(OProvide HinEa. reasonablie Walk1s-one-oi the DIggest challenges: o -0UrTiniot matian, efds inte et
paradoxically, just greatly contributes to it due to its phenomenal mix of unfiltered spam and
guality information. Sociosystemics is intended to contribute to filling the gap, and the whole idea
of it has emerged for that reason.
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B1. Problems common for all social sciences

Exponential growth of information and linear growth of knowledge(rescher , 2006), and as a consequence, bigge
difficulties to extract this linear essence from ever growing exponential volume

Fragmentation and specializationjack of mutually penetrating works, in spite of the integrative character of
social life

Lack of common languageamong specialists in different fields

Concentration onproblems interesting for scientific community itself rather than for societyas a whole, which
greatly affects emerging of new sulfields of science, slide 9

Materialistic, career, and corporate interests of scientistas any other people $nooks 1998, p.173174)
ldeological coloring of almost all social studies
General cognitive biases

Specific scientific biasesslide 11

Belief in statistics as in a universal tool anadynoring statistical internal problems, which are much more severe
than they seem, Part 2

Lack of accepted approache® test the correctness of different statemenjsvhich allows a very high level of
unfounded speculations and not necessarily sharp differences in opinions, slide 11



